Trypsinogen expression in colorectal cancers.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the trypsinogen expression in human colorectal cancers. We observed the trypsinogen-1 mRNA expression in five of ten human colorectal cancer cell lines by reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), and gelatinolytic activity in conditioned medium of cancer cells at acidic pH by gelatin zymography. Furthermore, trypsinogen protein expression was observed in 68 out of 154 (44.2%) surgical specimens of colorectal cancer immunohistochemically. However, there was no statistically significant relationship between the trypsinogen expression and the clinicopathological findings. These findings suggest that trypsinogen might be involved in cancer invasion and metastasis throughout the cancer progression.